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To: All Governors 
From: Federal Emergency Management Agency     
 
Date: October 23, 2006 
 
 
 
Dear Governor: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide you and your staff with information on the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS) Fiscal Year 2007 compliance 
requirements.  The NIMS is our nation’s incident management system, and 
implementation of NIMS among all jurisdictions and all levels of government must be 
achieved as quickly as possible to ensure the security of out homeland. 
 
As you are aware, Homeland Security Presidential Directive-5 “Management of Domestic 
Incident” (HSPD-5) required the adoption of NIMS by all Federal departments and 
agencies.  This directive also required that Federal preparedness assistance funding for 
states, territories, tribes and local jurisdictions be dependent on NIMS compliance.  
NIMS implementation is also linked to the National response Plan (NRP), the Homeland 
Security Presidential Directive-8 National Preparedness (HSPD-8), and the National 
Infrastructure Protection Plan. 
 
In FY 2005 and 2006, states self-certified that they were making a “good faith” effort to 
implement the NIMS.  The self-certification compliance process is being changed to 
specific performance-based metrics in FY 2007, which will be monitored for compliance 
by DHS.  Additionally, the FEMA regional Offices have dedicated NIMS Compliance 
Point of Contact who can provide technical assistance in implementing the NIMS and the 
NRP. 
 
This Letter and the enclosed CD-ROM containing the FY 2007 NIMS implementation 
documents outline the important steps that states, territories, tribes, and local jurisdictions 
must take during FY 2007 (October 1, 2006- September 30, 2007) to gain compliance.  
For your convenience, the CD-ROM also contains a list of NIMS Compliance Points of 
Contact in FEMA Regional Offices.  The first document, “NIMS Implementation Matrix 
for States and Territories,” identifies the state and territorial level NIMS compliance 
requirements.  The second document, “NIMS Implementation Matrix for Tribal and Local 
Jurisdictions,” identifies the tribal and local level NIMS compliance requirements.   
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